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represented: by persisting, however, in the ac-
curacy of my information, he at length relented
into an admission of its possibility; and by the
further influence of three piastres secretly put
into his hand, he winked assent, and whispered
to me that if I was desirous of it, he would con-
duct me thither.    It was now near the evening,
and my wish to get at the truth of this singular
state of society, determined me to pursue this
matter somewhat further : we accordingly went
to the house, and while Gabriel, for that was my
guardian angel's name, remained in the court
below, I ascended the flight of winding-stairs
which led from the dark street to an open upper
court, and from thence again went by another
flight to the gallery above, from which the pri-
vate chambers led off.    I was here met by an
elderly man, of about fifty, who addressed me in
Arabic, and I answered him that I was the Eng-
lish traveller, who, but a few days since, had
called in company with my companion as we
came from the Coptic convent.   A door was in-
stantly opened, and I was shown into a room
where were mattresses and cushions on the floor,
and some little children playing.   Presently af-
terwards there appeared a woman of about thirty,
the mother of these children* and the wife of the
man who first received me, and who, having
named her to me as " Sitte Tereza," retired.
The children were also removed on various pre-